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DOCTRINE CONCERNING GOD. 


'The first great principle of the doctrine of Uni- 
versalisgm is that which embraces the idea of a 
God. 'This includes our conceptions of his great- 

is power, his wisdom, benevolence, justice, 
mercy, and love. * 

The work of Nature,” and the dispensations of 
Providence, help us to obtain somewhat just and 
ennobling ideas of the wisdom, greatness, and 
power of the Creator. From these we learn all 
that need be known relative to what are called 
his natural perfection. 'The light shed into our 
minds from the mechanism of the universe, the 
inflaence of the planets, the succession of the 
8eagons, and the particularity of that Providence 
which suffers not a sparrow to fall to the ground 
unnoticed, enables us to come to many grateful, 
_ and satisfactory conclusions, respecting the im- 
pattial goodness of God; but all that can be learn- 
ed from the visible world, and that small portion 
of the universe that falls within the limits of hu- 
man obseryation, comes infinitely short of what 
the mind desires to know, relative - to the great | 
Author of its energies, and-arbiter of its destiny. 

This view of the 8ubject enables us to discover 
that it was an act of great condescension, on the 
part of God, to give us & revelation of his moral 
character. And "ar phony” ought it to inspire- our 
hearts with gratitude, to find,'in the revelation he 
_ given us, the assurance that he is * good unto 
al . | 


- Now it is 8ufficiently obvious that every thing 
which has been revealed, concerning the moral 
character of God, is calculated, and was designed, 
_ to inspire us with confidence in him, and inclines 
us to flee to' him, as to our refuge and strength. 
I mention this, because it is desirable to find some 
starting-place, where there may be no difference 
of opinion among christians of the various denom- 
inations, and in this all agree. Hence it becomes 
a leading inquiry, What mnst the moral character 
of God be, in order to inspire us with confidence 
and love towards him? What will induce us to 
put our trust in him ? SS | 

In framing a reply to these inquiries, it may be 
obgerved, | 
that he is benevolent. And by this I mean that 
the mind must be fully convinced, that the Al- 
mighty Ruler of all worlds is disposed to do good 
to all his creatures, and that- he will employ the 
efficient Fa his wg 69s a "pe rol 
ness, to promote the greatest possible good of the 
greatest possible ay, And when the human 
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process), I am willing to leave it, to judge for 
itself of the destiny of a sinful world. For the 
mind that can embrace the idea that the benevo- 
lence of God impels him to employ his power in 
doing good to all the rational productMMof it, will 
not be long in coming to a full and joy-inspiring 
an ras 7 the truth, that On Almighty arm 1s 
engaged in bringing about the purification and 
ha 4 At of all :.his For | 

aving fixed this conviction in our minds; we 
next observe that there can be nothing in either 
of the other moral perfections of God that mili- 
tates with the principle LO —_ benevolence. 
His mercy, goodness, lot ese are but various 
modifications of that 8ame divine and adorable 
principle which inclines him * who inhabiteth eter- 


every living thing. And, as respects the justice 
of God, it will be seen that it is by no means op- 
posed, either in its nature, or in its demands, to 
the principles just named; since God is 88ed 
of no jarring attributes, and is a being of acknow]- 
_ perfection. - 
ow, as regards the purposes of this God, it is 
evident that they must be entirely benevolent— 
raqust have the good of his creatures as their ob- 
ject. Otherwise they would be opposed to his 
moral nature. His will, also, must be in accord- 
ance with the same divine principle. It must be 
good, franght with infinite tenderness and love ; 
and the boly pledge of eternal redemption. Tt 
must embrace the well-being and happiness of all 
mankind. And if its o——_ are ever gecured, 
the world of mankind will be saved from sin and 
misery. | ; 
Let us now compare these ideas with the lan- 
| guage of the scriptures. He revealed himself to 
Moses, as * the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in good- 
ness and truth; keeping mercy for thougands, 
forgiving iniquity, and transgression, and sin, and 
that will by no means clear the guilty. David 
declares that he.is good unto all, and that his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works. The et 
Isaiah declares, *The Lord is our Judge, 
is our Lawgiver, the Lord is our King ; he will 
gave us.! And Paul, who admonishes us to take 


heed the Doctrine, expressly declares, that 
he is th&@ Savior of all men. Concerning his eter- 
nal : 3, he holds the following language— 


<Wherein he hath abounded towards us in all 
wisdom and pru 


made known unto 


in ie Faw, 
might er 
both 


which are 
g of his w 
fs 

w 
the truth. And it is the concurrent testimony 


mind comes to this conclusion, (I care not by what 


& ® 


all the holy prophets-and s, that 
willing 1g that any ra era ons 


should perigh—that he 


nity,” to open his hand, and supply the wants of 


God is not 
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that all created intelligences should turn to him 
and live. , F | 

Let these facts be taken into consigeration- in 
connection with the idea that he is omnipotent, 
and what is the conclusion? It is that he is the 
Creator, Father, Benefactor, Savior of all man- 
kind. 'The conclusion is, (and this is the fanda- 
mental principle of-our Faith) that God will -of 
his own accord, and by his own free grace, re- 
deem his children from all iniquity, and constitute 
them heirs of all the'blessings that infinite wis- 
dom can divise, and infinite love can beetow. 

. . L. $- E. 


_— 


FALLEN ANGELS. 


Until recently, christians have generally believ- 
in a pexsonal being denominated the devil. They 
have 8upposed him possessed of wonderful pow- 
ers, almozt allowing him the attributes of omnis- 
cience and ubiquity, 'They have given him the 
character of unmingled m4 vcd, Even now, 
there are many good, honest, well designing chris- 
tians, who consider those far gone in scepticism, 
who deny the existence and personality of 8uch a 
being. Such a denial they consider but one step 
short of denying the existence-of God. We men- 
tion this, not to cast reproach, either upon our pro- 
genitors or cotemporaries, who have believed this, 
but to correct what we regard as error. 

They have found it difficult to account for the 
origin of 80 evil a being as they have 8upposed the 
devil to have been :—but at length they hit upon 
the idea that he was an angel in heaven, and fel] 
from his high estate, and has since possessed the 
vile character, which has wrought sin, death, and 
endless misery amid the once spotless creation of 
God. The question has been asked many times, 
where did this angel of heaven first get his sinful 
disposition which occasioned his fall? Perhaps 
this has been deemed an impertinent question, as 
it has not been answered. It may have been con- 
sidered 8ufficient that the angel fell, without ac- 
counting for the disposition- which occasioned it. 
But what ns have we of this angel's fall ? That 
which is the most relied on as proof, is a pas8azge 
found in Ig. xiv. 12. * How art Gow Helos. Yom 
keaven, O Lucifer, 80n of the morning ” ho 
was this Lucifer ? By reading from the 4th to the 
234d verse of this chapter, it is at once discovered 
that this Lucifer was the king of Babylon, whose 


heaven was the glory which 8urrounded his earthly | 


throne, —whose proud heart grasped at universal 
dominion, He wished none to be above him but 
God himself. He is therefore represented as 8ay- 
ing ; *I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I will cp. op the Most Nd But 4 X of 
gaining the eminence to whi aspired, he was 

cast down, from that which he had gained, to x 
level with the beasts of the field. This was called 

falling from heaven. Before his fall he weakened | 
the nations, destroyed cities, and: made the world 

as a wilderness. After he was cast down, it was 

to be aid of him, — Is this the man that made the 

earth to tremble, that did shake kingdoms ; that 

made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the 

cities thereof?” ; 

_ Supposing we 8hould allow that this Lucifer was 

once an angel of light, and fell from heaven, and 
has since been a devil; in this account which we 

bave of him, it appears he did all his mischief de- 


fore he fell, Before his fall he weakened nations, 
degtroyed cities, and made the world a wilderness ; 
but since, he appears to have been very harmless; 
even if he did then become a devil, he did not 
afterwards commit 'any grievous outrage worthy 
of notice by the sacred writers. 

© How art thou fallen from heaven, O- Lucifer, 
gon of the morning ! Cruden, who was far from 
being a Universalist, 8ays, in relation to this pas- 
8age, that the heaven from which Lucifer fell, * is 
taken for great glory and majesty.” He 8ays this 
Pong is *speaking of the overthrow of the king 
of Babylon by the Medes and Persians.” 
| 'There is & passage of scripture in Jude, which 
gpeaks of fallen angels; but that either of them 
fell from heaven, or became 8uch a being as the 
devil has been 8upposed to be, scripture does not 
inform us. * And the angels which kept not their 
first estate, but left' their own Rn be hath 
worn” in ,_ - chains, Frau — 
unto the judgment of the great day. e d 
verse 6. These angels seem to have in a 
state of confinement since they fell, and for ught 
we know have been as harmless as doves.. Not 
one fault is laid to their charge, since their fall. 
They were reserved under chains of darkness un- 
to the judgment. When -that judgment was to 
take place, and whether they were to continue 
any longer under. chains, we are not informed. 
'These confined angelsone would think, could not 
have been 8uch beings, as the devil is supposed to 
| be, for he is almost omnipresent.- If from their 
number the devil arose or fell, it must have been 
 3fter they escaped from their confinement, either 
by having the Lars var day pase, to which they 
were reserved chains, or by escaping, befere 
that time, without the consent of their keeper. 
But here we are left to the full 8cope of our im- 
agination, as there is no 8cripture to guide us in 
this direction. | 

The scriptures call men angels. The minis- 
ters of the 8even churches of Asia were 80 called. 
Two of. these angels kept not their first estate ; 
viz. the angel of the church of Sardis and the an- 
gel of the church of 'Laodiceans. Whether they 
were the fallen angels alluded to by the epistle of 
Jude, we know not; one thing we feel] certain, 
1. e, either that Jude referred to these men or to 
other apostate christians, and not-to any supernat- 
 ural being, which has since become the general 
ruler in the kingdom of wickedness. 
We have now noticed the evidence upon which 
men have relied to prove that the devil was once 
an angel of light. Whether it proves that propo- 
8ition or not we leave the reader to. judge, 
| There are two things for those to prove, who 
beheve in the common idea concerning the devil. 
 First, that 8uch a being does actually exist.  Se- 
condly, how he originated. That the words devil 
and 8atan are found in' our common translation of 
the Bible, is no evidence that the old opinion con- 

them is true; they are words,” we think, 


— 


cerning 
which apply to man better than to any being pos- 
8es8ing more power or more. iniquity. 444 

| "We do not conceive that it is of any service to 
man to believe in an evil agent worse than him- 
8elf, or that 8uch an t can be of any 8ervice 


in the upbuilding o istianity, or any cause of 
rendering mop Ao tenored bad loved by his 
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| children. 


SERMON,* 
By Rev. Hosza Barrov. 
Delivered in Hingham at the funeral of Mas. Mary 
wife of Rev. Carvin GarDNER, Lowell. 


- 2 Cor. 'v. 20 © Be ye reconciled to God.” 

By referring to the context we learn the subject 
which was the theme of the _ in the place 
where our text 'is found, He 8ays: *And all 
things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
himself by Jesus Chr#t, and hath given to us the 
ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was 
in Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not 
imputing their trespasses unto them ; and hath 
committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 
Now then, we are embassadors for | Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you 
in Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God. For 
he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no 
8in ; that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in him.” | | 
\ By what we have quoted it clearly appears that 
the intention of the apostle was to set forth the 
character and design of the gospel dispensation 
and ministry. 'The most_ peculiar attribute by 
which this ministry is distinguished, is, that it does 
"not \Þ: Pee men's. trespasses to them; and the 

t object to be finally effected by this ministry 
3 the reconciliation' of the world to God. 

Our. inquiries may be directed to ascertain 
wherein man's unreconciliation to God consists, 
the cause of this unreconciliation, and the means 
by which it may be removed. © That the physician 
may effect a cure it is necessary for him to know 
the nature of the disorder, the canse which has: 

duced it, and the means adequate to restore 

th, by removing the cause of the disease. _ 

Man's unreconcilation to God consists in trans- 
gression. The cause of transgression we 8hall 
particularly examine after we haye considered 
the effect which it produces. No sooner is man 
conscious of having done wrong than he comes to 
the conclusion that his offence has displeased his 
Creator, who he now believes is his enemy on ac- 
count of the 8in he has committed. He now looks 
at God through the deceptive medium of his own 
wrongs, and 18 8ure to feel in his own breast an 
unreconciliation to him, which exactly corresponds 
with his mistaken views of the divine displeasure 
. towards him. Parents may see the nature of this 
8ubject exemplified in the conduct of disobedient 
1 a child becomes conscious that 
it has disobeyed, it discovers a disposition to hide 
the fault from the parent, and often does it hap- 
pen that by endeavoring to conceal one fault, oth- 
ers even of a more heinous nature, are committed. 
The reason why the child is unwilling that its of- 
fence should come to light is because it believes 
that it will cause 8uch a change in the affections 
of its parent as will cause s8omething dreadful to 
be administered for the wrong done. Thus the 
child is unreconciled to the parent both in heart 
and practice. In heart, because it erroneously 
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believes that something unkind may exist in the 


and in practise, because it wishes to avoid 


parent ; an 
and thereby stand justified in the eye 


detection, 


of the parent. If the child knew that there was 


nothing in the heart of the paren@but the most 
tender affections, and the most benevolent designs 
toward the erring offspring, it would be -impossi- 
ble that it should feel any unreconciliation. This 
is precisely the cage with man in relation to God. 
Even after we have sinned and done what our 
conscience disapproves, could we realize that the 
parental ness of God toward us was not in 
the least diminished, that there could not exist in 
our Creator any disposition hostile to our best in- 
terest, we surely could feel no unreconciliation to 
him. Thus we 8ee, on careful examination, that 
our transgressions not only indicate our unrecon- 
cilation to God, but serve to advance and strength- 
en it. ; | 

The means by which this unreconciliation may 
be removed must have already presented them- 
selves to the attentive hp of the hearer. They 
consist of whatever perform the gracious 
office of convincing man's understanding that the 
divine fayor is not in the least impaired by trans- 
gressjon. - In confirmation of this most important 
truth we are certified, in the faithful testimony, 
that God commended his love towards us, in th 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. An 
by careful and full examination of the gcriptures 
on the 8ubject, it will appear that the work of rec- 
onciliation is effected by bringing man to the true 
knowledge of God. An apostle says, * Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for out 
Sins. Again, * We love him because he first loy- 
ed us. you, who are nts, wish to recon- 
cile your disobedient children to yourselves and 
to your government? All you have to'do is to 
convince them that the wrongs they have done 
have-in no degree impaired your will toward 
them; and that in your government there is noth- 
ing which conflicts with their interests and hap- 
piness, but that every provision thereof is a mea- 
Sure necess8ary for their good. . Were these 8aluta- 
ry truths well understood and duly” realized in 
each family circle, unreconciliation disobedi- 
ence to parents would find no goil M which to 
ve . So when. man by the goopel, $hall be 
brought to know and duly to realize that the good- 
ness of God is truly, unchangeable, and that all 
the measures of his moral government are 80 ma- 
ny means designed to promote his greatest happi- 
ness, he will no longer endeavor to foster, in his 
heart, unreconciliation, nor seek to find desired 
good in rebellion against his' Maker. 

Thazgios of tansgression, which we promised 
to consider, we shall find in an erroneoug estima- 
tion of the divine requirements. Induced by the 
force of constitutiona] and passions, man 
is led to look for enjoyment in their forbidden 

: _ _—_ po eng onhem ne, - that 
SUC in I ies . not ' y . hs | in 
regard to the happiness promised, but will ; be 
sure to bring reproach and condemnation, which 
will exactly c d with the degree of moral 
turpitude which characterizes his folly, - While 


"thus beguiled, by the force of temptation on the 


one hand, he. becomes the unhappy vietim of « 
gecond' fatal error on the other. divine re- 


| quirements he erroneously exteems far too gevers 


- 
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to administer feli:ity, should he obey them. Thad] 
circumstanced, he views the -fascinating allure- 
ments which temptation presents, with greedy de- 
Sire ; -but the wholesome injunctions. of the divine 
law, written@n the heart, he esteems as hostile 
to his felicity. These errors constitute in the mind 
a falsge medium through which he looks up to his 
Maker -as an arbitrary tyrant, who denies him 
thoge indulgencies which would make him hap- 

y, and requires those duties which conflict with 

1s enjoyment. Unreconciliation to God is the 
inevitable consequence-of those false views. You, 
who are'parents, may 8ee the truth of these 8tate- 
ments clearly exemplified in your children, when- 
ever they are 80 deceived as to be induced to dis- 
obey your prudent and salutary requirements. 
What you cautiously charge them not to. do, they 
erroneously believe will contribute to their en- 
joyment; and in what you prudently require of 
them they can see nothing pleasing or dezirable. 
Laboring under these injurious errors, and look- 
ing up to you through 8uch a deceptive medium, 
they mistake their best. earthly friend for an en- 
emy, whose purposes they think they must elude 
in order to promote their own felicity, 'Thas 
they are unreconciled to you, as an unavoidable 
consequence of errors concerning your require- 
ments. ; ; 

The means by which your children may be rec- 
onciled to your laws, and be led to esteem your 
commands as most valuable treasures, are 8uch 
as will convince their understanding that they are 
all designed for their. best good, and carefully 
adapted, by your wisdom, and kindness to them, 
to promote their greatest happiness, Here the 
preacher feels it his duty to impress on-the minds 
of the listening children, who now hear him, that 
they should always duly consider that their pa- 
rents have no other end to promote, by denying 
them any indulgence, or by requiring any duty, 
than their best good and greatest happiness. Lit- 
tle children, what I now say, always keep in your 
minds. Your parents constantly 8tudy your in- 
terest. 'They never deny you any indul ence 
that they think will be for your benefit. "The 
lay no requirements on you- but for your good. 
And if you do not always understand how your 
best interefﬀ. will be promoted by a cautious ob- 
gervance of their commands, yet be assured that 
their experience and wisdom are far greater than 
yours and may be relied' on with the greatest 
SAaTety. / 

And opargns the preacher would $ay; let 
it be your constant endeavor to show your chil- 
dren wherein your requirements are adapted to 
the desired end of promoting their. enjoyment ; 
and in instances wherein it may not be conve- 
nient to. give them thus fully to understand the 
tendencP of obedience, fail not to assure them 
that what lies beyond their discernment is by your- 
gelves clearly understood.. As far as you are 8uc- 
cessful in these endeavors you may be 8ure of ge- 
en” 6 confidence, love, and obedience of your 
children. | 

The law of our common nature is such, that 
the 8ame means by which disobedient children 
may be reconciled to their parents, and to their 
rules and requirements, - sinful, rebellious man 
may be reconciled to God, and to his lpw.. The 
gospel ministry is directed to enlighten. and in- 


tem 
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struct men; to give them to understand the true 


THE: UNIVERSALISF. 


character of our heavenly Father, and the perfect 
jon of all his requirements to our best good 


-and highest enjoyments. While we erroneously 


believe that our png can be advanced by 
disobeying 'any or all of the divine requirements, 
there will reinan unreconciliation in our hearts, 
let our professions and outward conduct be what 
they may. - But as 800n as we are brought to 8ee, 
that there is no possible way to avoid the wretch- 
ed consequences of disobedience, while we in- 
dulge therein, and that there, is no peace to the 
wicked, but that the way of the transgressor 1s 
hard; and, on the other hand, that in keeping 
the commands of God thergis great reward; that 
they who love the law of God have great peace ; 
that the commandments of God are all of a n- 
tal character, and perfectly adapted to the desired 
end of rational enjoyment, our unreconciliation, 
which was wholly caused by our con view 
is overcome, and we as naturally love God 1 
his requirements as children love their earthly 
parents when they learn to appreciate their affec- 
tions, and duly to estimate their commands. | 

There are other circumstances, beside those 
which have been considered, regarding the con- 
dition of man, in this mortal state, which, if not 
understood in their true character, are not onl 
burdens and afflictions insupportable, but whict 
are 8ure to produce unreconciliation to God and 
his providence. 

We find ourselves possessed of faculties and 
means for rendering ourselves most happy in the 
enjoyments of the comforts and pleasures of the 
world we are in, The connections and ties of 80- 
ciety are admirably adapted to afford us exquizsite 
felicities, and are 80 many 8ources of corafort and 
happiness. Our provident fathers and affectionate 
mothers -are placed near us in. our infancy and 
youth ; we are. protected by their arms, warmed 
and cherished in their bosoms, and are as olive 
plants around their- tables, With indescribable 
pleasure we listen to their kind caresses, and with 
deep interest are our ears open to the entertain- 
ments of their conversation. Our feet move light- _ 
ly at their commands, and our hearts are buoyant 
with their smiles. Parents delight in their chil- 
dren; and children are blessed in the 8ociety of 
those who 80 fondly love them. But is this circle 
of loye_ and enjoyment an establishment of per- 
manent felicity ? No: for the innocent eye of the 
child now beholds, with regret, the wrinkles of 
age on the cheek it has delighted to kiss, -and 
marks with surprise, the gray hairs which iGicate 
the waste of time. A Intle longer the child may 
mark the decline of tottering age, but infirmity or 
sickness 800n closes the scene, and hides the ven- 
erable parent in the silence of the tomb! Agai 
we answer no; for now the ever watchful eye of 
the fond parent 8ees the rose of health and. the 
tint of beauty fade on the cheek of a beloved one; 
and with 8adness of heart is recognized a ſatal dis-- 
ease, which quickly bears the dear object of affec- 
tion to the mansions of death ! | Pp 

In the charming circle of brothers and sisters - 
are enjoyed those affections and pleasures, which 
endear them to each other, by ties indescribable. 
Arm in arm they walk in the bright sunshine of 
day ; fondly united, they ramble by the 8oſt light 

geth r behold the beauties 
of the starry heavens, and drink the zephyrs of the 
spring. Together they ramble through orchards 


and gardens, and favorite flowers they pluck for 
each other. But is this scene of delight and plea- 
sure everlasting? No; for now-is one 8eem to: 
falter. Sickness has come. See around the 
bed of death the gloom that broods on the coun- 
tenances of those who in sorrow take their last 
farewell of: one they fondly loved! 

As the harmless birds choose their mates, in. 
the 8eaxon of love, youth form connubial conec- 
tions. See, here is the very home of love. Here 
is the babitation of happiness and, peace. 'The 
husband 18 welcomed-to his doors by the eyes in 
which he delights, and the sweet voice which. is, 
music to his ears, _ His-cares are for her, whom 
he has taken to his bosom, and his toils are cheer- 
fully endured for her eake. 'The charms of their 
offspring 800n redouble their joys, and they are 
happy in the tender pledges of their mutual affec- 
tions. But is this desirable garden of delight an 
ra habitation of pleasure? Is its verdure 
perennial? No; for this moment that dear wife, 
in whom was combined all those virtuous and en- 
dearing qualities, which rendered her the delight 
of her husband, and which commended her to-all 
her acquaintances, is a lifeless corpse ; that moth- 
er, in whose warm bosom hopeful infancy has been 
nursed, is cold in the embrace of death! 

While the sun, the moon, and the stars shed 
their joy-in-inspiring light around us and upon us, 
they equally shine. on. the tonibs of our. fathers, 
our mothers, our brothers'and sisters, our husbands 
and wives, our Gear Children and friends, over 
whose ashes we mourn. 'To this gloomy scene 
we are compelled to add the equally dreary reflec- 
tion, that we ourselves, together with those who 
remain with us in the shining circle of our fond 
love, must 800n bid adjeu to each other; to-all the 
charms and delights of the heavens over our heads, 
and to' the variegated beauties of the earth be- 
neath : and take our-places among the dead. 

In view of this whole picture, the discription of 
which has been but slightly drawn, is there an in- 
dividual among. the living, who can believe thaP 
our existence ends in the grave, and feel a full 
Satisfaction in contemplating the final destiny of 
our race? If we call to our aid the best and most 
800thing instructions of the most refined philoso- 
phy, which rejects the gospel, . and endeavors to 
resign us to the shades of non-existence, 18s not 
the cup of 8uch consolation the bitterest drug that 
could add affliction to the mourner's heart? —_ 

But the gospel sheds a light, which renders the 
8hades of death luminous. A confident belief in 
him, who. s8ighed with mourning sisters at the 
tomb of Lazarus, and said, *I am the regurrection 
and the life,” gives us a victory over the spoils of 
death andthe ravages of mortality ;'it presents us 
with an inkeritance which is incorruptible, undefil- 
ed, and which. fadeth not away, reserved in. hea- 
ven for us... [f we confidently believe, that as in 
Adam all die, even 80 in Christ shall all be made 
alive; that that which is 80own in weakness shall 
be raised in'power, and. that which is 8own in 
dishonor hall. be raised_ in glory, and that which 
is 80wn a natural body shall be raised a spiritual 
body, and that mortality shall finally be swallow- 
ed up of life, we are in possess8ion. of a treagure 
mon. is of «more yo wo K:tho hes X the 
earth, . Blessed with this faith, SOU an 
anchor of hope, which entereth into that within 


THE UNIVERSALIST. 


truth was 


the vail, whither our forerunner hath for us enter- 
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ed. Believing in that gospel, which life 
and immortality are brought to light, we view 
those who have gone before us, to whom our aff- 
ections have 80 closely bound us, safe in the cove- 
nant of everlasting life; and we long to b& with 
them. Yet are we willing to stay for the sake of 
those who are 8till here, and who are equally dear 
to our hearts. We feel as the apostle did, wo 
881d, © am in a trait betwixt two, having a de- 
sIre to depart, and to be with Christ, which is far 
better; nevertheless, to abide in the flesh is more 
needful for you. We look above—our God, our 
Savior, our fathers and mothers, and many dear 
ones we Jove are there, and we long to embrace 
them. We look around us—many are the ties 
which bind us to those who &till live in the flesh; 
but we hope 800n to be united with all in a glori- 
ous immortality. In this hope we feel reconciled 
to God and to all the dispensations of his provi- 
dence. We are satisfied that these light afflic- 
tions which are but for a moment, will work for 
us an exceeding and eternal weight of Flory. 
Here the 8orrows of the afflicted are soothed ; the 
tears of mourners .are wiped away, and bleeding 
hearts are eased of anguish. ; 

Where now is unreconciliation to God ? It is 
gone with those errors which hid from our misdi- 
rected visions the divine beauties and loveliness 
of our heavenly Father's face; and we are ena. 
bled to 8ny, in the. sincerity of our hearts, not our 
wills, O Lord, but thine be done. 


[For the Unirversalist.] 


CIRCULAR. - 


The Rockingham As80ciation of Universalists 
sendeth greeting *to them that have obtained like 
precious faith with us, through the rigteouguess 
of God, and our Savior Jesus Christ: Grace and 
peace be multiplied unto you through the knowl- 
edge of God, and of Jesns Christ our , accord- 
ing as his divine power hath. given unto. us all 
things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the oy ge of him that hath called us to glory 
and virtue ; whereby are given unto us exceeding 
great and precious promses ; that by. these you 
might be partakers of the divine nature, having es- 
caped the corruption that is in the world through 
evil desire.” 

By the good providence of God, we have been 
permitted to uy naiah gnns 6 Hen under Br 
cumstances of a fying nature. It 
will be seen by the minutes that roo minis- 
tering brethren were nt from four states; 
and a goodly number of delegates from s8ocieties 
within” our limits added much to the pleasure of 
our-meeting. ' The information received from va- 
rious places was truly cheering. The cause of 


represented to be ing both in.its 
strength wa its extent. Thoss who have long 
been in darkness have seen great light, and their 
hearts have been made glad by the manifestation - * 
of God's ze. Four earnest, applications were 
made by ifferent societies, relative to our next 
place of meeti 


; this fact evinces that the love 


of the brethren has not waxed cold, and tha they 


are desirous to be: instrumental in | e 
npuiodes of the grace of God among their fel- 
' men. '$ AF I 4 
We were kindly received and nenpinhly enter- 
tained by our brethren in South Hampton ; the 
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Lord reward them for their labor of: love, and 

t them the happiness to witness an increase 
of pure and undetiled —_— and an accession 
to the number of professed believers in the gos- 
pel of grace, as the result of the ministration of 
the word. 

Six 8ermons were delivered to large congrega- 
tigps of attentive hearers, who manifested a live- 
ly interest in the things spoken. May the 8eed 
thus 8own, having been received into good and 
honest hearts, bring forth fruit an hundred fold. . 

One brother was ordained to the work of an 
Evangelist. May the Lord strengthen and guide 
him, that he may be a faithful messenger of the 
new covenant, and a workman that need not be 
ashamed of the gospel labor. | 

On the 8ubject of forming a State Convention the 
brethren present were of one opinion ; all were con- 
fident that one Convention for this State, and 
another for Vermont, would undoubtedly be more 
conducive to -our prosperity, than a union of both 
8tates in the .8ame Convention. 
that the New Hampshire Aesociation had express- 
ed a different opinion ; yet - informatign was re- 
ceived that since its last 8es8ion 8everal members 
of that Association had expressed their willing- 
ness to adopt the course proposed by us, rather 
than that proposed by them. We believed there- 
fore that we should, more fully meet the wishes 
of our brethren by adhering to the vote passed 
at our last 8es8ion, than by receding from it. 

If a Convention were formed of the two states, 
New Hampshire. could have no reason to expect 
that more than one half its meetings would be 
holden within her borders. But in this state, al- 
though the _harvest is truly plenteous,Fet the la- 
laborers are few, It is therefore of much impor- 
tance to enjoy, as often as may be, the ministra- 
tions of brethren who may convene in As80ctation 
or Convention. 'The benefit of ' 8uch meetings 
is very manifest in Rockingham County. Since 
the formation of this Assoctation, many new 80Cci- 
eties have been formed, old societies invigorated 
with new life, a great number of believers added 
to the number of the faithful, while the former ad- 
votates and patriarchs of this bless8ed doctrine 
have felt their hearts leap within them for joy. 

Having witnessed 8uch happy results in this 
case, we were anxious that by means of a State 
Convention, and new Ass0ciations which may 
"mere be formed, the s8#me advantages might 

extended to our brethren throughout the State, 
that they may be made partakers of like precious 
fruits. And in 80 doing, we believe we consult 
not only our own £000, but also that of our breth- 
ren in Vermont. For if they shall form a Conven- 
tion for themselves, we. believe they will reap 
double fruit in their state, even as we in ours. 
The doctrine of which God has made ns ministers 
has this advantage over others; that it not only 
my PRI the hearts of those who sincerely and un- 
" derstandingly believe it, but it is 80 plain aud easy 
of comprehension, that *the common people hear 
it gladly.* It should therefore be our object, by 
all proper means to enable the people to hear the 
word, 80'that hearing, they may believe, and *re- 
Joice with joy unspeakable and foll of glory.?. And 
for reasons al mentioned, we believe this ob- 
ject may be more effectually accomplisbed in this, 


and our sister state, by two Conventions, than by | 


only one. We trust that after mature considera- 


We were aware |-. 
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tion, all our brethren will evincide with us in 


State Conventions are already formed in Maine 
and Conneticut, to say-nothing of several othery 
out of New England. Measures have already been 
taken preparatory to the formation of a Conver- 
tion in Massachusetts. Let New Hampshire and 
Vermont do likewise. And - all these 
may be independent of each other, yet may the 
God of. peace, grant that their fellowship 8hall re. 
main firm and unbroken. May they realize *hoy 
good and how. pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.” *Now unto him that is able 
to keep you from falling, and to present you fault. 
less before the presence of his glory with exceed. 


ing joy—to the only wise God our Savior, be glory, 

and majesty, kf Cy one and power, both now and 
on * * 

LUCIUS R. PAIGE. 


ever, Amen.' Per 


[For the Universalist.} 


MENTAL IMPROVEMENT. 


-It will be acknowledged by every reflecting 
person, that happiness is the object of human pur- 
8uit; therefore the most important inquiry which 
can engage the attention of mankind, is,—where | 
is happiness to be found? Where shall we finds 
never-failing 8upply—a fountain to which we may 
always resort and partake freely? We have an 
answer to this question in the words of Solomon: 
*A good man s8hall be satisfied from himself;? that 
is, he shall find his happiness in his own mind, 
But those who neglect to cultivate and discipline | 
their minds,—who place their affections on the 
vanities and trifles of: the world, are' entirely de- 
pendent on the whims and caprice of the world for 
all their enjoyment. - 4-924 

Let 'us look around in the world, and ee if 
 these things are not 80. Are there- not many 
who seem to think that happiness is only to be 
une in the gratification of their se ] appe- 

tes and passjons—in the pomp and eplendor of 
fashionable life, or 80me other equally frivolous | 
pursuit? But do they find it here ?' "They may, | 

erhaps, while the novelty of the purguit lasts, 
ut they 800n have to go the 8ame round again, 
and pleasures 80on satiate. 'T 


; hey are continually 
gubject to vexations and- di intments; they 
800n become 


= « js, be -ohor world, call every- 
ing vanity, an rm happiness is not to 
ds found on bart. 44 
\ Now the reason of all this is, they have not 
sought. ess where it is to be found. © They 
have t it from others, instead of themse]ves: 
they have become slaves to the world, and it hs 
not afforded them the happiness which they antici 
pated. To 8uch persons retirement and medits- 
_ ay _ 8atisfaction. m_ they noo 
eased i customary oy ments, they 
know 4 wi to do, 2 pA the 'expe- 
dients to which they resort, to pags away thei! 
time. * Reflection only presents to them a picture 
of their follies. It «hows how they have wasted 
Spent their time. * And its. 


| 


eyer active, 

something to | | 
and sustain it, Hence if persons have not been 
accustomed to think and reflect—if they have not 
laid up a $tore of useful knowledge, the mind has 
nothing on which to feed, | And those hours 
which are HKailed with 80 much joy, by the man of 
thought and reflection, pass away slowly and tedi- 
ously with him who has become the -slave of the 
world, and who has neglected to cultivate and ex- 
ereise the powers and faculties of his mind. | 

But ahall. we assent to their conc]usion, that 
happiness dwells not on earth—that all is vanity ? 
No, we cannot. That which relates to the mind 
is not —_— Virtue is immortal, and all the high 
and holy affections that glow in the human heart 
are not vanity. 'They emanate from the fountain 
of all good, and will glow_as long as he who ex- 
cited them 'shall endure. Here. then we have an 
object of pursuit which is not vanity. In this 
world we can lay up enduring treasures, and find 
the ki of he in our own minds. - 

The mind that becomes diseased by vicious in- 
dulgences, or one that has never been cultivated 
by thought and reflection, cannot receive happi- 
ness from its own operations, nor from the exter- 
nal objects by which we are surrounded. 'To the 
sensual and vitiated ' mind, nothing affords rea] 
bappiness. 'Though nature puts on her beautiful 

arments, and arrays herself in all her loveliness, 
he Sees it not—though the gentle 8ongsters of the 
grove, lift their glad voices in praise to their Crea- 
tor, and though the whole earth resounds with 
melody, he hears it not—it excites no correspond- 
ing emotion in his 6wn bosom—it awakens no 
a of gratitude and devotion—it kindles no 
pure desires—no holy aspirations—he listens not 
to nature's teachings; for he has become the 
8lave of mankind, inasmuch as he is dependent 
on others for all his | | 

How different is the 8tate of the good man! 
He is distinguished for his love of retirement—he 


like thg body, always requires 
upon—-s0methin 


and na_ his mind by meditation and reftec- 
tion. 'Those -8easons which to the thoughtless 
and inconsiderate are 80 tedious and unprofitable; 
are the happiest moments of his-existence. He 
is never- alone, for he holds communion with his 
own mind. He is never unemployed, for he la- 
bors to erase every evil check every 
unworthy thought—to cultivate every moral vir- 
ue—to strengthen every good resolution, and to 
bring into exercise all the nobler and better fac- 
llties of: his nature. 'The vineyard in which he 
labors 1s his own mind, and the fruits of his.la- 
dors are tranquility and peace—a solid and last- 
ing happiness. T ever lies heavy upon him, 

and affections are the most bu- 


for his thoughts 
led at the time when those of other men are the 
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delights to withdraw from the busy scenes of life, 
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to the great Invisible. He joins in nature's onj- 


versal hymn, and *looking through nature up to 
nature's God,” pours forth his soul in gratitude 
and love. | 
None but the virtuous and devotional mind, is 
8usceptible of feeling that pure and exalted happi- 
ness which the beautiful scenes of nature are cal- 
culated. to impart. It is only by keeping the 
mind in a 8ound and healthy tate ; by keeping it 
free from 8inful appetites and ions, that we 
can receive happiness from the circumstances and 
conditions in which we are placed. 
But the virtuous man does not depend on these 
—he does not rest his happiness. on any external 
object; he regards them only as they tend to im- 
prove his inind—to awaken devotional oalings, 
and to call into exercise his moral affections. For 
place him in whatever circumstances you pleage— 
cast him into the gloomy dungeon, and load his 
body with chains, he is still Py; for you cannot 
fetter his mind, he can till converse 'with 
the sages and heroes of every age and clime—he 
can m imagination, still wander over the lovely 
8cenes of nature—he can climb the lofty moun- 
tain, or walk by the meandering stream that holds 
its calm and silent course along the valley. Though 
persecuted and despised—though forsaken by all 
the world—though no' human being 8ympathises 
with him, and no heart beats in unison with his 
own; yet the sweet approval and commendation 
of his concience, will afford him that peace whichy 
the world can neither give nor take away. The 
reflection of having done everything in his power 
to. promote the cause of human improvement and 
'happiness, will impart a satisfaction which he 
would not exchange for the united applanse of 
the whole human race. Though he may mourn 
over the follies, and weep for the vices of man ; 
yet his tears are not the tears of guilt and re- 
morse ;* he would not exchange them, for - the 
heartless mirth of those whom the world calls 
happy. Though hut 'out from the society of ev- 
ery friend on earth, and to all appearance lone and 
desolate, yet he feels that he is not deprived of 
the presence of his Almighty Friend. ith him 
he can hold communion, and find a satisfaction 
which no earthly friend can give. 

This is a 8ubject of sufficient importance to 

the gerious attention of every one who 

wishes to pass peacefully through the journey of 
life : for- he is poorly fitted to go through this 
world of vicissitude—to bear up under its trials 
and disappointments, who has no 8ource of happi- 
ness in his own mind—who has not treasured up 
heavenly wisdom and found delight in intellectual 
98 > Ao | | 

fthen you would cecure a neverfailing source 
bay 07 make provision to satisfy crav- 
ings of the mind, by treaguring up heavenly wis- 
dom—by cultivating all the moral affgetions of 
our nature, and by turning all the active energies 


of our minds to 8elf-government and s8elf-improve- 


spring | ment. In this way we may obtain, 


© What nothing earthly gives, or can deatroy, 
| The wu ca anbins, and th teart-Lo Joy. 


The ———— Sinner, 18 the one who entirely 


e | conceals his sins from 'himself and his God. To 


all others gin is = deadly poigon. Reader, who is 


a gnccessful sinner ? 
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THE GLEANER. 

—_—z_trr rt mr mt RISER 
ORIGIN OF FALSE DOCTRINES? 
The following is taken from the 22nd volume of 
the London Critical Review, for the month of 
Sept. 1766. It contains 8ome just remarks, con- 
cerning the manner in which religious doctrines 
have been introduced, by John Alexander; a 
man who was admired for his amiable qualities, 
and his extraordinary literary attainments. He 
8hows how trivial affairs have been made to wear 
the appearance of consequence. There is 8ome 
geverity and burlesque in his remarks which 
might. have been omitted, but the correctness 
of sentiment which they ' contain will render 

them worthy the attention'of our readers. 
B, W. 


The humor of former days s8eems to have been 
much of the kind which I am now going to men- 
tion. If any debate happen to arise between two 
»or three divines in a province, it might be con- 

cerning the most proper season for mug their 
nails, or- whether Adam was created on Monday 
. or Friday, a 8ynod was presently called to deter- 
mine these points of doctrine or dicipline. After 
a long hearing, pro and con, the matter was at 
length = to the vote; and having collected the 
8ense of the majority, they proceeded to draw up 
instrument to bind the men of that age and 
eir posterity, under pain of everlasting damna- 
tion, to maintain the truth of their determinatio 
to. the end of the world. | 

*If 8uch a synod of reverend and grave divines 
. 8hould press me with the authority of their decis- 
10ns upon. any point-of controversy, I should be 
inclined to reply to them in this manner: © Holy 
fathers, I sincerely believe in God and in his Mes- 
giah, Why should not this be s8ufficient, without 
believing also in you! Show me any pass 
gcripture, where these doctrines are as clearly re- 
vealed and explained as they have been by you, and 
have been declared necessary to my salvation to be- 
heve, and I submit at once. . But do not expect me 
topay the same regard to your interpretations and 
comments, your inferences and + we, 6c? as to 
the word of God. + You tell me that God has no 


mercy for heretics, and that I must perish ever-| 


lastingly, unless I yield my hearty assent to your 


capacious creeds. I am 8orry, most reverend fa- | 


thers, to fall under your curses for viewing 8uch 
—__ in a different light. ' But, as {4 gee no 
way of coming to an agreement upon the- point, 
I think it om | notwithstending all theater 
have 8aid of God's judgments against heretics, to 
trust him with my sonl, than you with my senses.' 
_ A mistake- once made in this method of deci- 
ding controversies, is transmitted to distant gen- 
erations; because men are apt to- copy the faults 
of -others in their. reasoning, as well as in their 


ractice. | And even when they are persnaded to 
examine for themselves, it is not without great. 


difficulty 1 


"Dþ 


'8ee into the deception ;. and 
being p! the authority of great names, 
they doubt and heeitate, where there is no room 
for doubt, judge with timidity, and perhaps never 


- *How often, continues this discerning writer, 
gure of rhetoric, an allusion, Balloo 


has & comparison, a fig 
an epithet, or even an idiom-of speech, been made 
the foundation of s8ublime mysteries ? "= 


| curious information, by 


es of | £ 


XXX1V. ©; 


inal, in clearing he will not clear the guilty, that 
is to 8ay, at one and the game time, '. - 
'The Lord will clear and he will not, 
or to use the critic's own words, he will clear 80 a; 
not to clear the guilty, which without doubt 1s in 
the highest degree EE How wisely was 
it ordered that the Old Testament shovld be writ. 
ten in a language, which had an idiom thus happily 
adapted to convey 80 great. a wonder to posterity' 
And, but that the knowledge” of such mysteries 
is not given to every body, one can hardly forgive 
our translators for depriving the wrap of 8uch 
themselves: to the sense, and leaving the turn of 
expression wholly unnoticed.:-To be gerious, if 
the writers of the sacred volume intended to in- 
struct the world by such conceits, it is certainly 
the obscurest that ever was written : be. 
cause, till a.man had lost his s8enses,: he woull 
never think of sitting down to work upon” an au- 
thor in this manner. Trobe Ps 
© Perhaps it may have been- 8ometimes an hin- 
drance to the right unde ing of gs 
that it has _ yy mg. at by a _ 
inspiration. I will explai I 8ay, may 
not myself be misrepresented. : 'The high opinia 
which men have always entertained: of these writ 
ings is very likely to have been one cause why 
they 8ought after 80 many abstruse and recondit? 
3enses. 'There was in'their apprehension no ex 
planation too grand and sublime, or, as it woull 
very often turn out, too whimsical and extravagant, 
to be given to these PRI on account of ther 
orig! Every word and letter was imagined t 
be with meaning, and critics were dis 
posed to put senses upon particular 8 thers 
which they would never have- thought of -affixin 
to the same passages:in any *human Ition 
Such. interpretations would at first - probably | 


started, even by the most adventurous genius, witl 


, 
caution and- apology. But they gained strengi 
by time, and fs Rein Fs and over ll 
discourses and: comments, they came in the ent 
to be considered as the true ayd- proper 8ense 4 
the passage, while the original one was kicked oll 
in order to make room for an intruder. - 'Thougl 
this last 8tep. was not strictly._ necessary ; for 
was thought that one and the 8ame passage mi, 
be taken in five, six, or 8even 8enses, which went 
equally proper to it, according to the differed 
view of the person 'who d._it. - If a bod 
were - ever £0 clear and intelligible in i 
would not this mgthod of treating it in-time ret 
__ ws, rs o———_—_— ? Cog rt mel 
endeayored. to honor the Scripture, by attributing 
2 number of coves {0 6, they wats In danger 
ings, ans 4 7 orles a P for. | 


? pretence_ | object l'4 
that it had no fixed meaning at all”) | 


*. = 
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|pathies are enlisted in behalf. of our 
account of his melancholy bereavement. 


